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Description

Discover a variety of high-impact routines designed to support 
writing about reading in the adolescent classroom. Focused on 
practical strategies, the session will cover effective note-taking 
techniques, summarization practices and how to leverage text 
structures to improve both comprehension and writing skills. 
Educators will walk away with actionable tools to help students 
engage more deeply with texts, enhance their understanding, and 
strengthen their ability to articulate their thoughts through writing. 
This session will provide invaluable techniques to foster stronger 
literacy outcomes in the classroom.



Goals for the Session
By the end of our time today we will be able to complete the following.

Identify and practice 
high-impact 

writing-about-reading 
routines—note-taking, 

summarization, and 
response writing—to 

help adolescents 
make meaning from 

complex texts.

Understand how text 
structures can be 

leveraged to 
strengthen both 

reading comprehension 
and written expression, 
and apply at least one 

strategy that helps 
students organize ideas 

from text more 
effectively.

Leave with actionable, 
classroom-ready tools 
that increase student 

engagement with 
texts and improve 
students’ ability to 
clearly articulate 

understanding through 
writing across content 

areas.



High Leverage Routines

What is an “instructional routine”?

● A structure for teaching and learning through explicit and 
predictable steps, typically including modeling and 
practice opportunities through a gradual release of 
responsibility (i.e., “I do,” “we do,” “you do”)

● Intended to be repeated regularly, over time, with different 
instructional goals
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High Leverage Routines

What makes a routine “high leverage”?

● Supported by a body of research or evidence

● Resource agnostic

● Spans multiple grade levels/ability levels

● Could be used in different contexts (whole group vs. small 
group, different content areas)
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Reflect…

Jot down roadblocks that 
you encounter with your 
writers, specifically when it 
comes to writing about 
reading.



Text Structures
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Students often experience greater 
difficulty comprehending and 
writing about informational texts 
because they are less familiar with 
nonfiction text structures and the 
organizational demands they place 
on readers.”
— Duke, Pearson, & Cervetti
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TEXT STRUCTURE STARTS WITH KNOWLEDGE
Cultural and Linguistic Knowledge

*everyday experiences*

Strategic Knowledge
*useful processes that help understand and think deeply*

Textual Knowledge
*genre, structures, features that help integrate information*

Word Knowledge
*phonics, morphology, vocabulary that help make connections to 

the larger meaning*

Content Knowledge
*expertise in content that helps understand new information*
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TEXT STRUCTURE STARTS WITH KNOWLEDGE

Textual Knowledge
*genre, structures, features that help integrate information*



Explicitly teach common text 
features, including

● Where to find them
● What their purpose is
● How they connect to learning– 

and therefore comprehension of 
the text

TEACHING INFORMATIONAL TEXT
Opportunities for Explicit Instruction

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yOYzvXYRcipUUIHTzy4IczRrsKARyDU8/view?usp=drive_link


Model and provide guided practice 
previewing text features to focus 

attention on the structure, 
organization, and content of the text.

TEACHING INFORMATIONAL TEXT
Opportunities for Explicit Instruction

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yOYzvXYRcipUUIHTzy4IczRrsKARyDU8/view?usp=drive_link


From teaching text features as 
an end . . . 

. . . to teaching text features as 
a means for understanding a 

text’s macrostructure

TEACHING INFORMATIONAL TEXT
Opportunities for Explicit Instruction

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yOYzvXYRcipUUIHTzy4IczRrsKARyDU8/view?usp=drive_link
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Teaching Students HOW 
to Use Informational Text 

Structure

The shift to studying 
paragraph structure to 

support comprehension

RAP: Read, Ask, 
Paraphrase

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DOzfBoT4gYI5PkpWjBrM7K3cCDn_C7ST/view?usp=sharing


TRY IT OUT!
Using RAP with Excerpt from “Stress for Success” 
by Alison Pearce Stevens

1) Partner A Reads the second 
paragraph aloud

2) Partner B Asks (and answers) 
about the main idea/ structure 
and Paraphrases the main idea in 
their own words (using the 
sentence stems)

3) Partner A agrees, adds on, or 
challenges Partner B’s responses

4) Move to the next paragraph and 
switch roles.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVRMRmltydzAdfnfuKevWOhhDb-3-YPV/view?usp=sharing


Writing About 
Reading:

Note-Taking
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The Power of Note- 
Taking

“Converting text or speech to notes is 
one of the most valuable skills you can 
teach your students . . . it’s a way of 
forcing students to process and 
understand what they’ve read, heard, 
and learned.”
Hochman, J.C. & Wexler, N. (2017). The writing revolution: A guide to advancing 
thinking through writing in all subjects (p.64). San Fransisco: Jossey-Bass.



PURPOSEFUL NOTE-TAKING

The goal of note taking is to 
organize information in some way, 

connecting ideas and 
blending new information with 

existing knowledge 
to develop new understandings 

about the text

Source: AVID Note-Taking Samples (4th Grade)

https://freeman.wjusd.org/documents/Learning%20Resources/AVID/AVID%20Locker/AVID%20Notetaking%20Samples.pdf


PURPOSEFUL NOTE-TAKING

Model, practice, and expect students to 
take notes 

about the texts they read 
– not just tracking definitions 

and terms.

Source: AVID Note-Taking Samples (4th Grade)

https://freeman.wjusd.org/documents/Learning%20Resources/AVID/AVID%20Locker/AVID%20Notetaking%20Samples.pdf


PURPOSEFUL NOTE-TAKING

Actively use the notes 
to facilitate discussion 

and writing about reading.

The Mexican American War grew 
from disagreements between 

Mexico and the United States over 
the annexation of Texas. First there 
were disagreements over slavery 

and whether Texas should be 
annexed by the U.S.  Then there 

were disagreements about where 
the border actually was. This caused 
fighting and U.S. soldiers were killed, 

so Congress authorized war.
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Note Taking 
Structures

Independently review 
the tool

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LMpYyZOnFoOBzQRZtOahElcYZpHCVKFN/view?usp=drive_link
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Note Taking 
Structures

What types of note- 
taking structures could 
benefit your students or 
do you want to model 
(or both)? 

Discuss an upcoming 
lesson or unit where 
this could be used.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LMpYyZOnFoOBzQRZtOahElcYZpHCVKFN/view?usp=drive_link


Writing About 
Reading:

Summarizing



EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION BEFORE ROUTINES

1. Identify the main idea and key details

2. Disregard trivial information

3. Disregard redundant information

4. Write a short synopsis of the main idea and key 
details



Meaning:
The main point, 
overarching theme, or 
essence of speech or text. 
(noun)

Example:  
I didn’t catch every word 
between them, but I heard 
enough to get the gist of 
the conversation.
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$2.00 GIST List 
Summaries

Read through the 
routine

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SbYTTBDliGifSD66qKfJ4lj8-X4yMDtJ/view?usp=sharing
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$2.00 GIST List 
Summaries What could this routine look like in 

your classroom?

See it in action!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0C10VDEoChg&t=26


Executive Skills: The 
Hidden Drivers of Writing 

About Reading



30

ACTIVE VIEW OF READING “Executive functions such as working 
memory, cognitive flexibility, and 

self-monitoring play a central role in 
coordinating the processes involved 

in reading comprehension.”

— Cartwright, Executive Skills and Reading Comprehension
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EXECUTIVE 
FUNCTIONS

Executive Function is a 
set of mental skills that 
help us get things done. 
Some think of it as “the 
management system of 

the brain.”

-Understood.org

Executive Function is 
what helps readers 

coordinate and 
integrate the overlap 

between word 
recognition and 

language 
comprehension.
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Proficient Reader Profile

Strategic 
Knowledge

Phonological 
Awareness

Vocabulary & 
morphological 

knowledge 

Background 
knowledge & 
text structure

Phonics and 
orthographic 
knowledge 

Language 
Comprehension

Fluency

EXECUTIVE 
SKILLS

Executive Functioning Skills is the glue that 
holds all of these reading processes together!
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Executive Functioning Skills That Support 
Comprehension

Identify five 
students whose 
executive skill 
gaps interfere 

with their ability 
to comprehend 
texts and write 

about what they 
read.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pJ0tantKyoIBnk3buLU2-ISNvO6uEzuz/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pJ0tantKyoIBnk3buLU2-ISNvO6uEzuz/view?usp=drive_link
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Executive Skills: 
Summary Writing

Read through the 
routine

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RbQPIZuZ-PBBojDjg6sQN-g_hQ58MzPn/view?usp=sharing
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Executive Skills: 
Summary Writing

With a partner, read 
through the sample.

How could this 
routine be beneficial 
with your students?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IRCe9DFnfIDlIDxYo8DkTFh3fkLqupEH/view?usp=drive_link
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Executive Skills: 
Response Writing

Read through the 
routine

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hj1B8KGimiok0kE2gARNz6TUXo6Vi5dt/view?usp=sharing
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Executive Skills: 
Response Writing

With a partner, read 
through the sample.

How could this 
routine be beneficial 
with your students?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UauSIxWCXnEp3BIxwc5ykjtxKBcMzAWU/view?usp=sharing
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Reflect…

Which of routines from this session could be helpful for 
your students?

Is there an upcoming lesson(s) you have where you could 
easily embed one or more of these routines?

What can you commit to around teaching informational 
text structure, executive functioning, summary and 
response writing instruction? Write a commitment and 
share it with a partner. 

Processing 
Time
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Additional 
Resources

https://www.voyagersopris.com/podcasts/2023/the-writing-rope-a-framework-for-evidence-based-writing-instruction
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mz8HXFThLJI
https://knowledgematterscampaign.org/post/podcast-s1-ep4/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ep-117-the-writing-revolution-with-authors-judith/id1463219123?i=1000570784222
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HPxzlE8M1d0bwsedGEmv92jaDsdSc2EF/view?usp=sharing
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Si9AXse9ZvI


Feedback Form
Please take a moment to fill out the 
feedback form for today’s session.
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https://store.cesa6.org/?_gl=1*lcd0nr*_gcl_au*NzA5MjU4MTA0LjE3NjA5ODIzNDguNzUxOTI3NjcuMTc2NjE1NDg3NS4xNzY2MTU0OTA1*_ga*MTEyMDYyNTgwMC4xNzA3MzM3Njk4*_ga_JZ7HTPFLLJ*czE3Njc3MjE2MDAkbzk3MCRnMSR0MTc2NzcyMjQxMSRqNjAkbDAkaDA.


Questions? 
Lindsay Johnson
     ljohnson@cesa6.org
    (920)236-0875

Heather Brown
     hbrown@cesa6.org 
    (920)236-0878

mailto:ljohnson@cesa6.org
mailto:hbrown@cesa6.org

