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Topics Today Our Goals Today
● Provide an overview of 

Assisted Reading Intervention
● Highlight components that can 

make a big impact on learning
● Share video clip examples of 

teaching



Active View of Reading Model

Learning Theories
● Social Construction (talk)
● Metacognition
● Scaffolding
● Self-Regulation
● Transfer

Social Construction

Knowledge is not 

transmitted from teacher 

to students, it is 

constructed together 

through interaction, 

language, and scaffolding.



The Role of Talk

● Language is how we think. It’s how we 

process information and remember. 

● Talking is not a random act; it is 

focused and collaborative, it’s 

interactive and it is goal-oriented. 

● In the process, language and literacy 

develop side-by-side. 

Metacognition

Metacognition reflects student 

readers’ awareness of 

strategies and skills, and how, 

when, and why to use them.

Metacognition is really at the 

heart of our students’ 

independent and successful 

reading. 

Dr. Peter Afflerbach

Scaffolding

The degree of assistance 

provided by the teacher to 

enable the learner to 

accomplish a task that 

would be too difficult to 

perform alone.  

Transfer
Although students’ 

word-level knowledge is 

essential to reading, they 

must understand how to 

integrate this knowledge, 

along with flexible 

strategies, to construct 

meaning from text.



Act 20

Act 20 and the Active View of Reading

Phonological Awareness

Phonemic Awareness

Phonics

Building Background Knowledge

Oral Language Development

Vocabulary Building

Instruction in Writing

Instruction in Comprehension

Reading Fluency

Evidence-Based 
Practices



Comprehension is the Goal

• Phonemic Awareness and 
Phonics is the gateway to 
comprehension.

• Students need to be able to 
read the words on the page.

• In every lesson, students are:
• Listening to text read aloud,
• Reading text, and/or
• Writing text, along with
• Discussing text

What is Assisted 
Reading Intervention?

● A multi-tiered system of comprehensive interventions

● Portfolio of interventions:

○ Assisted Writing Interventions

■ Interactive Writing Intervention

■ Writing Aloud Intervention

○ Assisted Reading Intervention

○ Comprehension Focus Group Intervention

○ Strategic Processing Intervention

 CIM Interventions



What is Assisted Reading Intervention?

● Small Group Reading Intervention taught by Interventionist

● Students in grades 1-2 struggling to keep up with peers

● 30-minute lessons that integrate language, phonics, reading, and writing

● A framework that nurtures self-regulated readers through responsive teaching

● Metacognition and transfer are explicitly taught and practiced

● It is built on research and evidence-based practices

● Training design focuses on developing professional knowledge

● Framework can be used with bilingual learners

Three Phases in 
Assisted Reading Intervention

Act 20 Requirements and Beyond

Phonological Awareness

Phonemic Awareness

Phonics

Building Background Knowledge

Oral Language Development

Vocabulary Building

Instruction in Writing

Instruction in Comprehension

Reading Fluency



Assessment

Assessments

● Assessment Notebook
● Oral Reading Records
● Reading Behavior Checklists
● Writing Behavior Checklists

The Framework
supports transfer

Three Phase Framework Promotes Transfer
30 minute lessons



Phonological Awareness

Phonemic Awareness

Phonics

Building Background Knowledge

Oral Language Development

Vocabulary Building

Instruction in Writing

Instruction in Comprehension

Reading Fluency

The goal of Language Phase is to build 

background knowledge in four critical areas:

1. Content or Topical Knowledge

2. Comprehension Strategies

3. Text Organization, Features, and 

Language Structures

4. Vocabulary

Occurs across 3-4 days.



Phonological Awareness

Phonemic Awareness

Phonics

Building Background Knowledge

Oral Language Development

Vocabulary Building

Instruction in Writing

Instruction in Comprehension

Reading Fluency

Part 1



Part 1

Part 1

State Purpose for Learning (short a)Part 1 Part 1 Research Connections

Clearly stating the learning purpose at the start of a lesson improves focus, engagement, and 

achievement because students know what to attend to (Hattie, 2009; Marzano, 2009).

Connecting new learning to prior knowledge builds coherence and supports transfer to long-term 

memory (Bransford, Brown, & Cocking, 2000).

Stating the purpose prompts metacognition by helping students monitor their own learning and 

recognize the goal (Flavell, 1979; Schraw, 1998).

Having students restate the purpose deepens understanding and ownership of learning, 

strengthening self-regulation (Zimmerman, 2002; Duke & Cartwright, 2021).

Research in goal-setting shows that clear, specific objectives improve student outcomes across 

content areas (Locke & Latham, 2002).

https://docs.google.com/file/d/12mLQzIUdRO8CAZqkMjVdht_u_rSncaBr/preview


Part 1

Explicit Instruction Using Word List (ng, nk)

Part 1

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1P4BlbAxhmxCHlxq6WxF3W1m90py6quxq/preview


How many times must a reader decode a word 
in order to really learn it?

How many times must a reader decode a word 
in order to really learn it?

Struggling 
Readers

10-20+

Typically 
Developing 

Early Readers

1-4

● Weak phonemic 
awareness

● Poor automaticity

Part 1



Review Using a Blending Board (short a)

Part 1 Part 1

Reflection and Goal Setting on the Learning 
(after explicit instruction of ea and dictated sentence)

Part 1

Reading & Writing Instructional Planning and Review Continuum

https://docs.google.com/file/d/19raHyiV3ZcbyThpkd0IpkuT0JrgQ8u6t/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1zDXGaq2L9WMPzSUG8fMeF-24HFO805dn/preview


Part 2 Part 2

Shifts in thinking…
and Why?

Independent Reading Followed by Choral 

Reading (Decodable Text) 

Explicit Phonics Instruction was -ng and -nk
Part 2

“It makes sense to provide students with 

decoding practice as the various phonic 

skills are taught.”

“There is no period when it makes sense to 

use only decodable texts.”

Part 2

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KMA3TQXjVO9QIISwFfkg7N9MJPdamzQb/preview


Choral Reading Followed by Independent 

Reading (Instructional Text)
Part 2

Choral Reading Followed by Independent 

Reading (Grade-Level Text)
Part 2

Part 3

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1lALs1jNElnVGdqZW0_phZOxQVgTXhgi_/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1nrsy99zh512cAH9hT8yHagpDZIKbMZaK/preview


Reflection and Goal Setting: Reading

Part 3 Part 3

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1d1fE33B6POYHWHVl_C241-LyUkQq7SAm/preview


Phonological Awareness

Phonemic Awareness

Phonics

Building Background Knowledge

Oral Language Development

Vocabulary Building

Instruction in Writing

Instruction in Comprehension

Reading Fluency

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Writing About Reading

https://docs.google.com/file/d/16i2EjDT1zHe3Vn05H7xUSAC2A5aWwW9z/preview


Language Phase

Reading & Writing Phases

Language, Reading & 
Writing Phases 

Language, Reading & 
Writing Phases Implementation

of Assisted Reading 
Intervention

Implementation Process Example 
Large District

School District of Waukesha Training Protocol

• CIM Specialist (CIM Training and CIM Network)
• Train (group opportunities)

• Coaches & Interventionists
• Implement with Student Group

• Can plan with a coach
• Coach might model 

• Trainer Observation & Feedback
• Certified/Released
• Post-Training: Ongoing Site Visits - Observation with Feedback 
• Typically, not for classroom teacher

Assisted Reading 
Training Protocol in SDW

● Professional Learning/Training
○ Coaches and Interventionists 

receive multiple sessions around 
a CIM intervention

● Implementation
○ Those trained implement the 

new learning/intervention with a 
small group

● Observations & Feedback
○ District Coach/Trainer engages in 

several onsite visits to offer 
feedback and answer questions

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X5GMZ_ahnNX1d3J_uLz-r757EW5c8757NzyHVxf7Kds/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X5GMZ_ahnNX1d3J_uLz-r757EW5c8757NzyHVxf7Kds/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IpzFanbFBL58INyCxt_SmfpG2H1C5VAiBLz1lJ6MA0I/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IpzFanbFBL58INyCxt_SmfpG2H1C5VAiBLz1lJ6MA0I/edit?tab=t.0


Other Implementation Process Examples

School District of Fort Atkinson

 CIM Specialist

 Training at National Level 
(Coaches and Interventionists)

 Support through Coach Network 
and CIM Network

 Support through site visits

 

 

Beecher-Dunbar-Pembine School 
District

 CIM Specialist

 Training at National Level 
(Coaches and Interventionists)

 Support through Coach 
Network and CIM Network

 Support through site visits

Coach Network and CIM Network

Meets 4-6 times per year

Book Study

Clinical Experiences

Problem-Solving

Assisted Reading 
Intervention 

Data & Feedback

What specific changes did you see in students' 
language, reading, and writing when using ARI?  

● Improved decoding accuracy - 100%
● Greater confidence during reading - 80%
● More independent strategy use - 70%
● Increased metacognition and self-regulation of strategies - 70%
● Increased reading fluency - 60%

What specific changes did you see in students' language, 
reading, and writing when using ARI?  
“The phonics changes in ARI have really made a difference in 
students' learning. … since adding blending boards, word lists, 
decodable sentences, orthographic mapping, etc., students been 
able to see how words work and how that helps them as readers. 

“I've also noticed, with the self reflection students are taking on 
"knowing" their part in transferring what we do in intervention to 
what they are responsible for any time they read and write 
(classroom/home practice etc.)”



“The planner is designed in a way that you go 
from the phonological to phonemic aspects of a 

skill all within a few minutes. You then apply that 
immediately afterward in phonics and through 
reading and writing. It's a very cohesive flow.”

How does LANGUAGE Phase impact your learners?

“It has helped my students to use text 
structure as a tool to understand text. It 
has also deepened their thinking and 
encouraged them to support their thinking 
with evidence.”

“Language Phase is an amazing way to 
connect to the curriculum and build 
student's background knowledge. This not 
only helps them within the intervention 
ALSO in universal instruction.”

Language 
Phase

What procedures in the READING Phase have the greatest 
impact?  
● Explicit Instruction of Phonic Principle - 90%
● Reading Decodable Texts - 80%
● Visual and Auditory Review - 80%
● Application: Reading Decodable Sentence & Writing 

Dictated Sentence - 80%
● Including Choral Reading - 60%

Reading 
Phase

What procedures in the READING Phase have the greatest 
impact?  

“My student thrives when we utilize the same routines with many repetitions. 
Visual review, with the use of incremental rehearsal, has helped solidify his 
knowledge of letter sounds and grown his HF word vocabulary. The explicit 
instruction of the phonic principle and direct application at the word and 
sentence level were crucial for developing his skills. I saw success with using 
both the blending board and blending lines, which allowed for many repetitions 
of blending at the word level.”

Reading 
Phase



What procedures in the WRITING Phase have the greatest 
impact?  
● Modeling/co-construction of Writing About Reading - 70%
● Using Text Evidence in Writing - 60%
● Reflection Checklists - 60%

“When we co-create writing together, students have clear expectations 
and a model of how they can try and apply what they've learned to 
their own writing.”

Writing 
Phase

How the Assisted Reading Intervention impacts students ability to TRANSFER…

“I saw the strongest transfer when students are working within the phonics 
principle through modeling, guided practice and independent practice; as 
well as in writing. When communication with the classroom teacher, they 
are seeing improvement in the classroom as well!”

“Students were able to connect from Language Phase [learning] to 
independent texts and classroom tasks!”

Evidence Observed in Students In/After the Assisted Reading 
Intervention

● Strategies initiated strategies independently - 80%
● Improved accuracy - 70%
● Changes in writing - 60%
● Stronger explanation to support thinking - 50%

How much impact do you believe Assisted Reading Intervention 
has had on your students' overall reading skills?
 

100% of respondents gave a 4 or 5



Concluding 
Notes

And Beyond Act 20 Requirements

Phonological Awareness

Phonemic Awareness

Phonics

Building Background Knowledge

Oral Language Development

Vocabulary Building

Instruction in Writing

Instruction in Comprehension

Reading Fluency

Website:
www.transformationalteaching.org

brian@transformationalteaching.org
whamilton@waukesha.k12.wi.us

Powerpoint Handout and 
Sample Materials:

http://www.transformationalteaching.org
mailto:brian@transformationalteaching.org
mailto:whamilton@waukesha.k12.wi.us

